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Lee Ivett + Ecaterina Stefanescu

// 
participating with place – learning through doing and thinking through making

OTHER 

PEOPLE’S 

DREAMS



//

I’VE NEVER REALLY KNOWN HOW TO DO ANYTHING UNTIL AFTER I DID IT

//



//

Observations of human behaviour as a means of identifying and communicating need

//



//

WHAT IS THE SMALLEST ACT THAT WE MIGHT TAKE IN ANY GIVEN SITUATION TO EFFECT A 

CHANGE? 

HOW DOES THAT INITIAL SIMPLE AND RESPONSIVE ACT BECOME THE CATALYST FOR FURTHER 

ACTS OF INCREASING AMBITION, COMPLEXITY AND DURATIONAL IMPACT?

//





//

We value our ideas and our agency and appreciate how lucky we are to get to express them. 

Contemporary society is increasingly fearful of, ideas, agency and self-determination, and this is often 

reflected in the types of space and buildings that that we now create within and for our communities

//



//

Regeneration is rarely a regenerative act – it is often wilfully and celebratorily destructive, wiping the slate clean. The next big idea often 

become the next failed utopia 

//



//

If we can learn anything from the last 150 years of development in our collective built environment it should 

be that a generational and cyclical process of demolition and re-making, or ripping it up and starting again, 

doesn’t lead to sustained and maintained changes in the wellbeing, empowerment and opportunities for 

those most marginalised and most peripheral within society. 

How is it then that we can conceive and propose new infrastructures of place that ensure that renewal and 

repair is a holistic, organic and responsive component of everyday life, one that is conceived and enacted 

by the people of that place? 

How can the potential and the necessity for sustainable and sustained change be identified, actioned and 

manifested by those that reside and work within the place itself, rather than be imposed by those out-with 

and for the economic benefit and empowerment of peoples, institutions and other actors unseen and 

remote from the place itself. 

In other words, rather than ‘Place-making’ - the soft power, supposedly people-friendly first responder of 

neo-liberal ‘regeneration’ - how might we instigate a new condition of ‘place making place’ where 

communities are empowered to establish a social and cultural condition of constant learning, evolving and 

repairing as an inherent experience of daily life. 

//





//

Despite a growing appreciation of the role of participation and ‘co-production’ within community art, 

architecture and design these processes are often applied to places, with people being compelled or 

encouraged to participate in the work rather than the work participate in the place. 

Community consultation increasingly adopts processes and attitudes which appear to emotionally coerce 

members of the public into providing information and knowledge through obscure exercises in mapping, 

game playing, post-it-notes and questionnaires, later to be disseminated back to the community by 

community engagement professionals as banal phrases and pithy hashtags. 

Instead of learning within the context of the contrived realities of contemporary participatory practice – 

through an enforced collection of words, pictures, phrases, sketches –  we believe in a process of 

participating in many aspects of a place through the act of making to create an embedded and 

responsive process of critical and creative enquiry.

Participation as a continuous, situated and durational process of reciprocal learning and knowledge 

exchange.

//





//

Richard Sennet talks about the “evolutionary dialogue between the hand and the brain” (2009, 151). He 

writes that the information received though the hands is richer, more sensate than through the eye, and 

argues for the tacit knowledge created by “hand habits” (Sennett, 2009, 10).

Through the act of making, anthropologist Tim Ingold argues that the Maker at once exists as observer and 

participant, and there is no differentiation between implicit knowledge and told, articulated knowledge. 

Through practice and experience, the transfer of knowledge between the different actors involved in this 

process takes place and the Maker, through the vector of the thing they create, simultaneously observes, 

documents and analyses (Ingold, 2013).

In the same way that Richard Sennet and Tim Ingold articulate the potential, through making, for the 

individual to gain knowledge and insight, communities of people and place might collectively acquire and 

retain knowledge through shared, collaborative, situated and participatory making.

The act of making is then both representational and interventional, and as such becomes transitional, 

offering a means of suggesting and testing new possibilities which are generated by the very people of that 

place.

Making is re-positioned not as a finite act, but as a series of empathic and responsive actions that situate 

the researcher/maker within the physical, cultural and social conditions of ordinary life. 

//



//
Beith 2012 - 2025

// 
Prototype – Place – Permanence 





























//
The Happenstance: Venice Biennale - 2018

// 
Practice becomes research



//
Ethnographic modelmaking

// 
Documenting, analysing and revealing the value of

everyday spaces through modelmaking





Rooms

Berlin, 2021-22 (as Estudio ESSE)
Urban National Museum Art Residency





//

Using models as a slow, durational ethnographic method encourages a deeper level of observation, 

exploration and community engagement, and fosters a profound connection between the maker, the 

subject of research or the site of co-production.

//





Other People’s Dreams

OPD was originally established within the Grenfell-Baines Institute of Architecture and operates 

simultaneously as a live action research office and Master of Architecture course. OPD engages in a critical 

and durational way with community organisations in the northwest region, exploring modes of participation 

with marginalised groups, situations and ideas in order to rethink the potential of people and place. We 

explore that which is often 'unseen' within architectural education and practice: everyday life as 

experienced by everyday people, born and often made peripheral through birth, migration and 

circumstance.

We re-evaluate the concept of an architect as facilitator for other people's dreams. We question what it is to 

dream and to what extent our individual aspirations and dreams align with collective need and desire?

OPD currently comprises of architects, designers and academics Lee Ivett, Ecaterina Stefanescu and Sam 

Eadington. 



Over the past 5 years, OPD has been developing strategic and impactful 

relationships with the following third sector community arts organisations:

LeftCoast (Blackpool)

Super Slow Way (Blackburn)

Grizedale Arts (Crake Valley)

Glassball Studio (Skelmersdale)



These relationships and projects also now align with and inform our Master of Architecture courses:

Module briefs situated in the collaborative communities



//
Blackpool 2021 - 2025

// 
Prototyping and challenging typologies of community 

infrastructure



Wash Your Words - Langdale Library and Laundry Room 



















Visit to Wharf Building, UCLan

November 2022





Revoe: Modelling Migrancy and Community



Models created with the Romanian community during 

engagement workshops











Square terrazzo tiles being made on site with members of the community, including the local Romanian Roma families 

and asylum seekers currently placed in the former Metropole Hotel on Blackpool’s promenade. The community centre 

back garden is transformed into a casting and wood workshop.

“simple acts of collaborative making bringing people together 

through shared objectives”









//
The Super Slow Way 2023 - 2025

// 





















DRIFT: Bill Hunt Barge Community Radio

Blackburn, 2024 (Estudio ESSE & Super Slow Way)



DRIFT On Tour: Community Pop-up Radio Station

Blackburn, Nelson, 2025 (with Super Slow Way)







// 

Prototyping ideas in public space to inform sustainable community led and community owned processes of 

‘regeneration’

Incrementally developing local knowledge, agency and capacity through acts of making: making events, 

making things, making places. Thinking through making and Learning through doing  

Building capacity and agency; utilising the act of making and producing both place and programme as a 

tool for developing local empowerment and transferring knowledge and skills

Making EXISTING culture, people and education the foundation upon which regenerative strategies and 

conceived and enacted

Considering what is already there as the resource from which a progressive, gradual and sustained change 

might occur

An interdisciplinary approach to regeneration through the simultaneous development of both programme 

and place; transforming economy, culture and community

Sustainability by connecting people with place. A wealth of knowledge, resources, actions, capacity, ideas, 

agency actions and opportunity 

 //
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