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OTHER
PEOPLE’S
DREAMS

Lee lvett + Ecaterina Stefanescu
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pa rt I C I p a tl n g WI t h p l a Ce = learning through doing and thinking through making
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I’'VE NEVER REALLY KNOWN HOW TO DO ANYTHING UNTIL AFTERIDID IT
I



_poster campaign
river kelvin
our first level of intervention takes
the form of a poster campaign. On
a primary and immediate level this
type of intervention quickly effects
peoples perceptions of space,
environment and context

this is a quick and productive way
fodh clyde canal to guage interest in a particular

1
forth clyde canal issue and identify project partners

) . - T ——
SLITE Y
001 @@ §* :
wogd N+ 0
20 N e N
>
ELER ORISR 1| P
N . ——
/ -
wigs n
o
fihill basin. 4/00? “ ; n n
8 < #
f’ ~y, WO @O i
"oy X CJ
_key £ h‘ 20003 @ {4
increase in movement/activity 3{ "4 f\ - r
- . V% 201 @D § &
mmmmmm  positive economic benefit
rise in .
; B O R v |
major water route
=======_ major road route ‘
-
increased awareness :
«© ) 03 g f
increased movement . i
irs whart
2 pull factor
8 N L R -
G heightened economic activity
4 —2/006, G 'A
n impetus for refurbishment { D 4 <2
river kelvin 31004 «© ot
- 4 N\ _activations (Q
_revelations _illuminations 5 _connections m8 )
Trolley Parks 4/001
where have all the people gone? 1/001 Follow the orange light 2/001 Canal Visibility and Access 3/001 Ben Whitton 4/002
misuse? 1/002 Burgh Halls 2/002 Kelvin - linking west-end to Maryhill  3/002 Urban teen shelter 4/003
canal visibility 1/003 Queens Cross 2/003 Generic footbridge over canal 3/003 Urban Park 4/004
canal as a barrier 1/004 Maryhill Locks 2/004 Signage and its placement 3/004 Burgh Hall public/street space 4/005
trolley disposal 1/005 Mackintosh Hall 2/005 Bus Stop demolition and placement  3/005 Mooring points 4/006
jogging/cycling 1/003 Lllolorway Bridge 2/003 End of streets 3/006 Jogging/cycle route 4/007
links 1/00 queduct /00 Wyndford wall 4/008
better present, brighter future 1/008 Disused Railway Bridge 2/008 Vacant Flats 4/009
vandalism 1/009 Firhill Basin 2/009 Kilmun St. Recreation Centre 4/010
just who do you think you are? 1/010 Ruchill Park 2/010 Angling 4/011
Canal 2/011
location + subsequent effect e — (D
_ interventions |. palmer + |. ivett 2005 -
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Observations of human behaviour as a means of identifying and communicating need
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I
WHAT IS THE SMALLEST ACT THAT WE MIGHT TAKE IN ANY GIVEN SITUATION TO EFFECT A

CHANGE?

HOW DOES THAT INITIAL SIMPLE AND RESPONSIVE ACT BECOME THE CATALYST FOR FURTHER
ACTS OF INCREASING AMBITION, COMPLEXITY AND DURATIONAL IMPACT?
I
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We value our ideas and our agency and appreciate how lucky we are to get to express them.
Contemporary society is increasingly fearful of, ideas, agency and self-determination, and this is often

reflected in the types of space and buildings that that we now create within and for our communities
I/
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Regeneration is rarely a regenerative act — it is often wilfully and celebratorily destructive, wiping the slate clean. The next big idea often
become the next failed utopia
Il
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If we can learn anything from the last 150 years of development in our collective built environment it should
be that a generational and cyclical process of demolition and re-making, or ripping it up and starting again,
doesn'’t lead to sustained and maintained changes in the wellbeing, empowerment and opportunities for
those most marginalised and most peripheral within society.

How is it then that we can conceive and propose new infrastructures of place that ensure that renewal and
repair is a holistic, organic and responsive component of everyday life, one that is conceived and enacted
by the people of that place?

How can the potential and the necessity for sustainable and sustained change be identified, actioned and
manifested by those that reside and work within the place itself, rather than be imposed by those out-with
and for the economic benefit and empowerment of peoples, institutions and other actors unseen and
remote from the place itself.

In other words, rather than ‘Place-making’ - the soft power, supposedly people-friendly first responder of
neo-liberal ‘regeneration’ - how might we instigate a new condition of ‘place making place’ where
communities are empowered to establish a social and cultural condition of constant learning, evolving and
repairing as an inherent experience of daily life.

I
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Despite a growing appreciation of the role of participation and ‘co-production’ within community art,
architecture and design these processes are often applied to places, with people being compelled or
encouraged to participate in the work rather than the work participate in the place.

Community consultation increasingly adopts processes and attitudes which appear to emotionally coerce
members of the public into providing information and knowledge through obscure exercises in mapping,
game playing, post-it-notes and questionnaires, later to be disseminated back to the community by
community engagement professionals as banal phrases and pithy hashtags.

Instead of learning within the context of the contrived realities of contemporary participatory practice —
through an enforced collection of words, pictures, phrases, sketches — we believe in a process of
participating in many aspects of a place through the act of making to create an embedded and
responsive process of critical and creative enquiry.

Participation as a continuous, situated and durational process of reciprocal learning and knowledge
exchange.

I



i L TR
b Nlt 1i d I l\llllll g




I

Richard Sennet talks about the “evolutionary dialogue between the hand and the brain” (2009, 151). He
writes that the information received though the hands is richer, more sensate than through the eye, and
argues for the tacit knowledge created by “hand habits” (Sennett, 2009, 10).

Through the act of making, anthropologist Tim Ingold argues that the Maker at once exists as observer and
participant, and there is no differentiation between implicit knowledge and told, articulated knowledge.
Through practice and experience, the transfer of knowledge between the different actors involved in this
process takes place and the Maker, through the vector of the thing they create, simultaneously observes,
documents and analyses (Ingold, 2013).

In the same way that Richard Sennet and Tim Ingold articulate the potential, through making, for the
individual to gain knowledge and insight, communities of people and place might collectively acquire and
retain knowledge through shared, collaborative, situated and participatory making.

The act of making is then both representational and interventional, and as such becomes transitional,
offering a means of suggesting and testing new possibilities which are generated by the very people of that
place.

Making is re-positioned not as a finite act, but as a series of empathic and responsive actions that situate
the researcher/maker within the physical, cultural and social conditions of ordinary life.

I
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Beith 2012 - 2025
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Prototype — Place — Permanence



Key
Routes + Trails

Railway Line

All Roads/Major Paths
s Country Trail
mmms Town + Heritage Trail
s | och Trail

Landmarks

a. Spier's Old School Grounds
b. Geilsland School

c. Beith Primary School

d. Beith High Church

e. Auld Kirk

f. Willowyard Estate

g. Kilbimie Loch

h. Goif Course
i. Whisky Bond

DEVELOPMENT PROCESS
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A - RESEARCH: conditions of the town are
thoroughly researched,
recorded and analysed
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through models and drawings

B - OBSERVATION: me nature + character of
the town is observed +

D - DESIGN: ideas sketched out and presented

|BEITH DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY
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11. Bypass Crossings
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7. Expansion of Beith Townhouse
“The 1caton of e Tosehouse & ot e hean of e

15, Widening of Eglinton Street Pavement
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BAXENDALE

all of the ideas presented respond directly to the coments, thoughts and suggestions of local people
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SPIERS

increased footfall
+ activty generated

| GEILSLAND HOUSE

I a. visitor accommodation

Ib. enterprise centre I

I c. headquarters
1d. special events

EXISTING ACCOMMODATION

a. hostel / visitor accommodation
b. care home facility

c. supported living

d. demolition

| MARKET GARDEN ICHAPEL | SPORTSHALL
I I
I upgraded + improved 1a. chapel | a. sports hall
Ib. farm shop I b. covered market

|c. cafe | ¢. demolished
R

a hub for exploring
the wider garnock valley

Iconnections made to local outdoor activty

| WORKSHOPS

a. craft avenue
b. creative residency space
c. lettable workshop provision
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BY AND FOR THE PEOPLE OF BEITH

A thriving community-and a
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Event Calendar  Geilsland Cottages
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2018

The Happenstance: Venice Biennale

Practice becomes research
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Ethnographic modelmaking

/

Documenting, analysing and revealing the value of
everyday spaces through modelmaking






Berlin, 2021-22 (as Estudio ESSE)
Urban National Museum Art Residency







/]
Using models as a slow, durational ethnographic method encourages a deeper level of observation,
exploration and community engagement, and fosters a profound connection between the maker, the

subject of research or the site of co-production.
I/






Other People’s Dreams

OPD was originally established within the Grenfell-Baines Institute of Architecture and operates
simultaneously as a live action research office and Master of Architecture course. OPD engages in a critical
and durational way with community organisations in the northwest region, exploring modes of participation
with marginalised groups, situations and ideas in order to rethink the potential of people and place. We
explore that which is often 'unseen' within architectural education and practice: everyday life as
experienced by everyday people, born and often made peripheral through birth, migration and
circumstance.

We re-evaluate the concept of an architect as facilitator for other people's dreams. We question what it is to
dream and to what extent our individual aspirations and dreams align with collective need and desire?

OPD currently comprises of architects, designers and academics Lee lvett, Ecaterina Stefanescu and Sam
Eadington.



Over the past 5 years, OPD has been developing strategic and impactful

relationships with the following third sector community arts organisations:

LeftCoast (Blackpool)

Super Slow Way (Blackburn)

Grizedale Arts (Crake Valley)

Glassball Studio (Skelmersdale)

10

THE SUPER
SLOW WAY

Ll GRIZEDALE ARTS




These relationships and projects also now align with and inform our Master of Architecture courses:

M.ARCH 1: AO4001 CRITICAL
AND CULTURAL CONTEXT

Ny urr
Bsc, MLA, Ph didate
Bartlett School of Architecture, UCL

master of architecture master of architecture

AO4005 - DESIGN1  A0O4007 - DESIGN 2

Module briefs situated in the collaborative communities
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Blackpool 2021 - 2025
//

Prototyping and challenging typologies of community
infrastructure



Wash Your Words - Langdale Library and Laundry Room
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E E z Your account 4 Home l.- News Sport |s- Weather 12 iplayer  dfl sounds I\ Bitesize ses Q search BBC

NEWS

Home | Cost of Living | War in Ukraine | Coronavirus | Climate | UK | World | Business | Politics | Tech

England | Local News i Regions ‘ Lancashire

Top Stories

Blackpool library and laundry room
shortlisted for RIBA award

® 18 January

Dozens of migrants killed in
shipwreck off Italy

1 hour ago

Sunak 'giving it everything' to
get NI Brexit deal done

52 minutes ago

@® LIVE Progress made on NI
Brexit deal, says Raab

4 hours ago

Features

3
CLAIRE GRIFFITHS m

| Judges described Wash Your Words as a "joyful design” which "raised expectations”

The story of Scottish
independence - what next?

Eib® News » Lancashire News » Blackpool

Unique Blackpool community project combining reading
and laundry

Wash Your Words at the Langdale Library and Laundry Room on Mereside is in the running for the RIBA (Royal Institute of
British Architects) Journal’'s MacEwen Award

By Shelagh Parkinson Local democracy reporter
m 4 ’ . Hockmask D 0 o @
05:00, 22 JAN 2023

. InGos
» Enter your postcode for local news and info  Enter your postcode a YourArea

2 MOST READ

ogi

Nicola Bulley TikTok ghoul
who tricked police to
covertly film mum's body
being removed from river
unmasked

o | Manchester Airport
| issues warning over
action that could

see travellers
holidays "ruined"

Noel Radford asks 'is
it time to retire?' as
Sue expresses family

e

The Gazetteéﬁ T h———

o 10 pictures as pupils take first look inside development set to take Lytham St Annes High School into a
new era

The community building on Langdale Parade was praised for its ‘joyful design’ and said
it raises expectations of the quality of architecture people should demand of social

housing estates.

World Book Day across

R Design in the making Subscribe Login

The RIBA Journal
J Buildings Intelligence Culture Learning Products Explore 0 Jobs

B MacEwen Award 2023

commended: Wash your
Words adds books to
chores







Visit to Wharf Building, UCLan
November 2022




RIBA
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Buildings
MacEwen Award
2023

Design in the making

Buildings

Intelligence Culture Learning Spec

MacEwen Award 2023
commended: Wash your
Words adds books to
chores

Explore O

Login

Jobs

In numbers

Total budget £30,000
Internal floor area 130m?
Cosét per m? £231

Credits

Client LeftCoast

Architect Lee Ivett and Ecaterina
Stefanescu Grenfell-Baines Institute of
Architecture, UCLan

Partners Blackpool Council Libraries,
Blackpool Coastal Housing

Graphic designer Dan Astbury



Revoe: Modelling Migrancy and Community
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Models created with the Romanian community during
engagement workshops






Buildings
MacEwen Award
2025

MacEwer
award

27 January 20256
Words: Flo Armitage-Hookes

MacEwen Award 2025
commended: Blackpool's
Revoe Public Square

The square, co-conceived, designed and constructed by
residents, is fostering collaboration, agency and hopes for the
future in an area facing deprivation

‘Apart from the tower, there’s nothing touristy about this part of Blackpool,’
explains Lee Ivett, who runs University of Central Lancashire’s live-action studio
Other People’s Dreams. Although the iconic tower peeks over rooftops in the Revoe
neighbourhood, the leisure industry and seafront are a world away. The area faces
significant deprivation, has few green spaces and is home to a range of disparate
communities.

Until recently, a fenced-off wasteland lined the high street, following demolition in
2020 of the George Hotel pub - ‘a rough but loved establishment’. Pressure to
transform and open up the space was growing. Today, a new temporary public
square on the site, co-conceived, designed and constructed by residents, is fostering
collaboration, agency and hopes for the future.

Most popular

)

(6]}

Rising Stars 2025: meet
the shortlist

Sanei + Hopkins'
Housestead: rigorous and
refined, yet right...

Diplomatic framework:
how London's hulking
former US Embassy...

The new benchmark for
low carbon concrete

Stirling Prize 2025
shortlist: the six
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“simple acts of collaborative making bringing people together
through shared objectives”

Square terrazzo tiles being made on site with members of the community, including the local Romanian Roma families
and asylum seekers currently placed in the former Metropole Hotel on Blackpool’s promenade. The community centre
back garden is transformed into a casting and wood workshop.
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DRIFT: Bill Hunt Barge Community Radio

Blackburn, 2024 (Estudio ESSE & Super Slow Way)




DRIFT On Tour: Community Pop-up Radio Station

Blackburn, Nelson, 2025 (with Super Slow Way)
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Prototyping ideas in public space to inform sustainable community led and community owned processes of

‘regeneration’

Incrementally developing local knowledge, agency and capacity through acts of making: making events,
making things, making places. Thinking through making and Learning through doing

Building capacity and agency; utilising the act of making and producing both place and programme as a
tool for developing local empowerment and transferring knowledge and skills

Making EXISTING culture, people and education the foundation upon which regenerative strategies and
conceived and enacted

Considering what is already there as the resource from which a progressive, gradual and sustained change
might occur

An interdisciplinary approach to regeneration through the simultaneous development of both programme
and place; transforming economy, culture and community

Sustainability by connecting people with place. A wealth of knowledge, resources, actions, capacity, ideas,

agency actions and opportunity
/l
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